NOUNS Plural of nouns
Normally nouns form the plural by adding -s to the singular form.
Regular nouns

	Count

	Non-count


	singular book shop dog plural books shops dogs

	water money youth weather sugar




Other Plural Forms

	Forms of plural

	Patterns


	-es

	box — boxes, class — classes, dish — dishes; but: epoch — epochs, monarch — monarchs, stomach — stomachs


	-es -s

	family — families, factory — factories, city — cities; but: day — days, key — keys, play — plays, toy —toys;


	es -s -s or -es

	hero — heroes, negro — negroes, potato — potatoes; piano — pianos, radio — radios, photo — photos; cargo— cargos or cargoes volcano — volcunos or volcanoes


	-s

	knife — knives, life — lives, shelf — shelves; but: gulf — gulfs, belief — beliefs, chief — chiefs, roof—roofs, safe — safes



Irregular nouns

	Forms of plural

	Patterns


	change of the root vowel
no changes -en

	man — men, goose — geese, foot — feet, woman — women, mouse — mice, tooth — teeth
deer — deer, fish — fish, sheep — sheep, series — series, swine — swine
child — children, ox — oxen, brother — brethren
'!



Compound Nouns

	Patterns

	Types of nouns


	housewife — housewives onlooker — onlookers postman — postmen
brother-in-law — brothers-in-law hotel-manager — hotel-managers ^ passer-by — passers-by milk-tooth — milk-teeth
man-servant — men-servants woman-doctor — women-doctors

	non — hyphenated: the last word is used in the plural
hyphenated: the main - meaningful word is used in the plural
hyphenated: if the first word of the compound is man or woman both words are used in the plural



1. Some nouns from Latin and Greek retain their original plural form: analysis — analyses, crisis — crises, criterion — criteria, datum — data, phenomenon — phenomena, radius — radii, stimulus — stimuli, medium — media, etc.
, 2./Uncountable nouns have no plural. The following nouns are usually uncountable in English but often countable in other languages: accommodation, advice, baggage, behaviour, bread, chaos, furniture, information, luggage, news,. permission, progress, scenery, traffic, travel, trouble, weather, work.
Many nouns can be used as countable and as uncountable nouns. Usssually there is a difference in meaning:
paper        I bought a paper. [- a newspaper - countable]
I bought some paper, [-material for writing on -uncountable]
3. Some nouns are used only in the plural: glasses/spectacles, jeans, shorts, scissors, pyjamas, leggings, tights, trousers. We can also use a pair of... with these words:
I need some new jeans. Or: I need a new pair of jeans.
4. These nouns end on -s but they are not usually plural: mathematics, physics, economics, athletics, news.
What time is the news on television? Mathematics is my favourite subject.
These nouns end in -s and can be singular or plural: -
means        a means of transport       many means of transport series         a television series          two television series species species        a species of bird           200 species of bird.
5. Some singular nouns are often used with a plural verb: family, audience, committee, government, staff, team. We often think of these things as a number of people (they), not as one thing (it). So a plural verb is often used:
The government (-they) want to reduce taxes.
A singular verb (The government wants...) is also possible. A plural verb is normally used with the names of sport teams:
Brasil are playing France in a football match tonight.
_AJ)kiral verb is always used with the police, cattle, people:
Are the police well-paid?
6. Sometimes a plural noun is used with a singular verb. You do this when you talk about a sum of money, a period of time, a distance:
Three years ("it) is a long time to be without a job. 
  Exercise 1. Divide the following nouns info countable and uncountable, and write them down in two lists. Use a good dictionary to check your answers.
Affair, bath, bunch, cry, choice, crisis, decision, datum, downfall, enemy, education, formula, fox, health, information, knowledge, justice, law, life, mouth, market, message, mince, net, network, nail, oath, oak, onion, path, pesuasion, piracy, right, relationship, progress, realization, security, salt, sandal, society, wreath, youth.

Exercise 2. Give the plural of the following nouns.

^Branch, face, box, boy, portfolio, swine, deer, pie, journey, medium, man, thief, knife, basis, loss, criterion, ship, sheep, wolf, hero, daughter, extremity, spy, lie, bunch, truth, genius, goose, child, bush, hen, zoo, roof, quiz, church, epoch, job, de​gree, soprano, safe, dictionary, loaf, valley, family, species, possibility, plant, state, tooth, mountain, dish, stomach, baby, calf, cow, volcano woman, toy, government, committee, wrist, bottom, speech, tutor, means.

Exercise 3. Write the singular of the following nouns.

Glasses, secretaries, people, shoes, ladies, teeth, keys, cargos, children, boxes, tomatoes, photographs, bushes, feet, series, radii, mice, trays, stimuli, leaves, umbrellas, monarchs, gentlemen, zeros, scales, chiefs, phenomena, theses, brethren, chairs, brushes, lines, news, arms, women, coats, chefs, factories, loaves, tigers, chickens, watches, calves, villages, flies, tongues, ankles, feet, knees, eyes.

Exercise 4. Reproduce the following dialogues.

1. — Father, shall I be an ear specialist or a tooth specialist?

— Choose the teeth, my boy, everyone has 32 of them and only 2 ears.

2. Teacher: Is "trousers" plural or singular?

Pupil: Singular at the top and plural at the bottom.

Exercise 5. Make these sentences plural.

1. A person who lives in a glass house shouldn't throw a stone. 2. The room is light. 3. She is a pretty girl of fourteen years old. 4. A goose is a bird. 5. A puppy is a little dog. 6. A bear is stronger than a wolf. 7. A woman is busier than a man. 8. There is a deer on the hill. 9. A fly is an insect. 10. A play is interesting. 11. Give me the key. 12. The child is ill. 13. The picture is beautiful. 14. The piano is new. 15. The shop is closed today. 16. The message is on the table. 17. I'd like to have some information about a train to New York. 18. An ostrich is a large living bird. 19. The sheep is in the field. 20. The leaf is yellow. 21. The roof is broken by the storm. 22. The thief was found. 23. The hero is known. 24. The book is on the shelf. 25. The foot is sore. 26. There is a man behind you. 27. Have you seen the fish I caught? 28. The volcano in Indonesia is very active. 29. A car is a means of transport. 30. He doesn't like cauliflower.

Exercise 6. Make the following sentences singular.

1. My teeth ache. 2. Help your mum to carry heavy bags. 3. There are interesting flies in Nick's collection. 4. The families are happy. 5. The calves are hungry, the sheep are grazing. 6. The friends of mine are coming to stay at weekend. 7. Tom's parents are very nice people. 8. Whales are mammals but they live in the sea. 9. The mice are grey. 10. The oxen are in the yard. 11. What are the chances of success? 12. George suggested meat and fruit pies, tomatoes and broccoli. 13. There were several small losses. 14. The mysteries of the storms were revealed. 15. We took the children to the Zoo. 16. Crime is a problem in most big cities. 17. Do you know the people who live next door? 18. All cars have wheels. 19. The wolves are stronger than the foxes. 20. These heroes are unknown. 21. The days are long in summer. 22. The nurse's wages were good. 23. The women are in the shop; the men are in the bar. 24. The babies are crying in the dining room. 25. Take these loaves. 26. The Browns have two boys and three girls. 27. The knives are sharp. 28. I can see some herons. 29. We bought new clocks. 30. What are the criteria for this estimation? 31. Ted had no stimuli to get a higher education.

Exercise 7. Combine a word from box A with a word box B to form. a compound. noun. Then use the nouns to complete the sentences below, making the noun plural where necessary. The first one has been done for you.

ash ear arm house head hand news note rain tooth
bag
book brush coat chair
line
paper
ring 
tray
work
1. Hadn't you better take your raincoat? It's awfully cloudy.

2. Have you seen today's ...? The Prime Minister's resigned!

3. I get the shopping on Thursday and do all the ... on Fridays so the weekend's free for the family.

4. Could you pass me that...? I want to have a cigarette.

5. What a pretty pair of...! Are those diamonds?

6. Have you finished with the...? I want to see what's on television tonight.

7. Now, you've got your razor and your shaving cream, haven't you? What about your...?

8. Why don't you sit in the ...? You'll be more comfortable.

9. If you pass me my ... I'll give you the money now.

10. It's a good idea to write down new vocabulary in a.... Then you can refer to it later.

Exercise 8. Write the plural of the following compounds.
Policeman, mother-of-pearl, girlhood, smelling-salt, passer-by, snowball, landlord, lady-in-waiting, ladybird, forget-me-not, step-daughter, fingertip, housewife, custom-house, woman-teacher, headache, man-of-war, mischief-maker, clergyman, looker-on, court martial, countrywoman, headline, workman, grown-up, hair-raiser, hardhead, hat-check girl, kiss-me-quick, knee-boot, nut-oil, oil-well, pathway.

Exercise 9. Insert the appropriate noun.
1. Marge has got very long black ... (hair/hairs). 2. We had ... when we were on holiday (a very good weather/very good weather). 3. Sorry I'm late. I had ... with the car this morning. (trouble/troubles). 4. It's very difficult to find a ... at the moment, (work/job). 5. The flat is empty. We haven't got any ... yet. (furniture/furnitures). 6. Our ... from London to Istambul by train was very interesting, (travel/journey). 7. When the fire alarm rang, there was ... (a complete chaos/complete chaos). 8. After spending most of his life travelling round the world, he is now writing a book about his ... (experience/experiences). 9.1 want something to read. I'm going to buy ... (a paper/some paper). 10. I want to write some letters. I need ... (a writing paper/some writing paper). 11. Tom gave me ... (some good advice/good advices).
Exercise 10. Complete the following sentences using the nouns given below. The first one has been done for you.
Progress, advice, accommodation, hair, work, experience, information, paper, permission
1. We haven't got anywhere to live. We're looking for (some) accommodation. 2.1 don't think Ann will get the job. She hasn't got ... 3. They'll tell you all you want to know. They'11 give you plenty of ... 4. You'll easily recognize Alan. He's got green ... 5. Carla's English has improved. She has made ... 6.1 want to write down your address. Have you got...? 7. I didn't know what to do. So I asked Jack for ... 8. George is unemployed at the moment. He is looking for ... 9. If you want to leave early, you have to ask for ... 10. They've got some lovely..., but just look at the price.

Exercise 11. Paraphrase each sentence using the given word.
He gave me news about my friend in the States.

Example: He told me how my friend in the States
                 was getting on. (news).
1. He told me how to work the machine, (advice). 2. A team of scientists is looking into ways of using computers in medicine-. (research). 3. She has shown that computer crime is in fact very widespread, (evidence). 4.1 had never seen such a complex and expensive machine, (equipment). 5. He told me many details about  how the computer programme was prepared. (information). 6. For the conference, we hope to stay at the superb Excelsior hotel, (accommodation). 7. We have not yet had time to evaluate these facts, (data).
Exercise 12. Choose the appropriate noun for each sentence.
1. I must get my ... cut. He has a few grey ... (hairs/hair). 2. She doesn't like the vase. The ... is not transparent. Where have I put my ...? I can't read a thing, (glass/glasses). 3. We had a lot of interesting ... during our holiday. You need ... for this job. (experience/experiences). 4. But commodity ... are less satisfactory as media of exchange and stores of value. This ... belongs to my brother, (money/moneys). 5. There are pears, oranges and other ... on the table. ... is useful for our health. (fruit/fruits). 6. I like to read in train, so I bought.... I need ... to write a report, (a paper/some paper). 7. When water freezes, it changes into .... Will you bring us two chocolate ...? (ice/ices). 8. Three .... please. I like strong ... (coffee/coffees). 9. Can you tell me how many thousands of ... are produced at the plant every day? Our college was built of... (brick/bricks). 10. He's 75 but he is in possession of all his ... . The ... of our University consists of highly qualified specialists, (faculty/faculties).
Exercise 13. Complete the following sentences with nouns ending in -s. Remember that some of them can be both singular and plural. Prompts: scales, a means, glasses, some (a pair of) scissors, series, means, people, shorts, species, a series, pyjamas

Example: This plant is very rare.

                 This plant is a very rare species.

1. She can't see very well. She needs ... 2. Footballers don't wear trousers when they play. They wear ... 3. Kate is going to write ... of articles for her local paper. 4. There is a lot of American television ... on British television. 5. We need at least four... to play this game. 6. The bicycle is ... of transport. 7. The bicycle and the car are ... of transport. 8. While we were walking, we saw 23 different... of bird. 9.1 want to cut this piece of material. I need ... 10. You'll find your clean ... in the cupboard. 11. Put the suitcase on the ... so I can see how much it weighs.

.

Exercise -14. Choose the correct form of the verb, singular or plural. Sometimes either a singular or a plural verb is possible.

1. Fortunately the news ... as bad as we had expected. (wasn't/weren't). 2. The works ... his country, his home, his reason for being with them (was/were). 3. Three days ... long enough for a good holiday, (isn't/aren't). 4. The baggage ... apparatus and appliances, (contain/contains). 5. The sugar-tongs ... too wide for one of her hands, and she had to use both in wielding them. (was/were). 6. The police ... to interview Fred about a robbery. (want/wants). 7. Money ... so scarce that it could fairly be said not to exist at all. (was/were). 8. England ... lost all their football matches this season, (has/have). 9. I'm going to take a taxi. Six miles ... too far for me to walk. (is/are). 10. Means ... easily found, (was/were). 11. The china ... good, of a delicate pattern, (was/were). 12. Where ... your family live? (does/do). 13. No one shall tell me again that fish ... no sense.. (has/have).
Exercise 15. Translate the sentences given below into your own language. Pay attention to the nouns which are usually used in the singular in English.
1. The papers were dull, the news was local and stale, and the war news was all old. 2. If you spoke to your solicitor about it, I'm sure he'd give you some advice. 3. Athletics is my favourite sport. 4. At Capracotta, he had told me, there was a trout in the stream below the town. 5. I can't come out tonight. I've got a lot of homework to do. 6. Where are you going to put .all your furniture? 7. He's making good progress. 8. What lovely scenery! 9. Pursuing his inquiries, McLennan found that the Golan family were a very distant ramification of the Barnacles... 10. Alan's knowledge in statistics is poor. 11. The Christmas vocation lasts three weeks. 12. "I have some luggage", he said, "at the Brumblehurst Station", and he asked her how he could have it. 13. There's a hair in my soup! 14. I had to buy some bread because I wanted to make some sandwiches.

Exercise 16. Translate the/allowing sentences info your own language. Write out the nouns used in English only in the plural.

1. Have you seen my sunglasses anywhere? 2. The stairs are steep. 3. Could you pass me the scissors? I can't cut this with a knife. 4. If you want to buy some new clothes, the shop I would recommend is Harrison's. 5. The goods produced by TarMac are of excellent quality. 6. Have you washed my jeans and leggings, Mum? 7. You'll find your clean pyjamas on the bed. 8. My granny lost her spectacles. 9. The trousers are out of fashion. 10. The arms have been delivered on time. 11. Her new tights with lycra are superb. 12. I'd like to buy some new playing cards.

Exercise 17. Pick out the proper nouns from the sentences given below and explain their use.

1. April rains are usually warm. 2. Trafalgar Square is the geographical centre of London. 3. If I'm not mistaken, there are three Moscows in the USA. 4. Have you ever had a meal at Macdonalds? 5. Jack London is an American writer. 6. Cambridge and Oxford Universities are the oldest universities in Great Britain. 7. Traditionally British Prime Ministers live in Downing Street. 10. 8. Diana and Charles got married in St Matthew's Church. 9. The Harrods are at the table. 10. There are two Andrews and three Anns in our group. 11. Winslows spoke with his usual caustic courtesy. 12.1 spent Christmas with my aunt Emily.

THE POSSESSIVE CASE
1. Nouns usually form possessives by adding 's. After a singular noun 's is used, after a plural noun (which ends in -s) only an apostrophe 0 is used. If a plural noun does not end in -s, we use 's:
my son's room   -       Mr Brown's flat          children's toys my sons' room           the Browns' flat
You can use 's after more than one noun:
Mr and Mrs White's house Bill and Jane's wedding
You can use 's without a following noun:
Tom's flat is smaller than Ann's. (-Ann's flat)
1. Normally's is used when the first noun is a person or an animal:
the manager's office       MrEvans'sson          the horse's tail
Otherwise (with things) the of-phrase is normally used:
the door of the room                the beginning of the tale
Sometimes you can use 's when the first noun is a thing, but it is safer and more usual to use the of-phrase:
the book's title   or   the title of the book
3. You can usually use 's when the first noun is an organisation (-a group of people):
the government's bill or the bill of the government
4. It is also possible to use 's with places:
France's largest fortress               the city's new museum the world's coal resourses             the sun's rays
5. The s-form is also used with time words (today, tomorrow, etc.):
Have you still got the last Sunday's newspaper?
You can also use 's (or only an apostrophe (') with plurals) with periods of time:
Jack has got a week's leave..            • I need eight hours'Sleep a night.
6. It is possible to use the s-form with nouns denoting parts of the entity, or units of machines and mechanisms:
our plane's engines        the table's legs
7. You can also use 's with nouns of special interest to human activity:
the mind's development        science's influence
Exercise 1. Join two nouns to express possession. Sometimes you have to use an apostrophe (') with or without s, sometimes you have to use the of- phrase.

Example: the door/the room      the door of the room the mother/Ann        Ann's mother

1) the daughter/Charles; 2) the camera/Kate; 3) the eyes/the cat; 4) the top/the page; 5) the mate/glasses; 6) the newspaper/yesterday; 7) the name/your wife; 8) the new manager/the company; 9) the result/the football match; 10) the name/this street; 11) the car/Mike's parents; 12) the children/Don and Jane; 13) the birthday/my mother; 14) the new headmaster/the school; 15) the economic policy/the government; 16) the name/the man I saw you with yesterday;

17) the husband/the woman talking to Max; 18) the cottage/my aunt and uncle; 19) the ground floor/the building; 20) the garden/our heighbours; 21) the toys/the children.

Exercise 2. Join the sentences using a possessive's or s'.
Example: The Joneses have a house. It is very large. The Joneses' house is very   large. 

1. My parents live on a farm. It's near the Canadian border. 2. Alice Benson has written a novel. It's not very good. 3. Phil has a sports car. It can do 180 km p\h. 4. Mr. Shepherd uses a computer. It saves him a lot of time. 5. Jake has got a new job. It seems to be very interesting. 6. The girls have music lessons. They're on Mondays. 7. The management has made a new offer. It's too low, so we're going to strike. 8. The children have got a room on the first floor. It's always in a mess. 9. My dentist has got a new receptionist. She's really beautiful. 10. The dogs were barking last night. It woke me up.

Exercise 3. Choose the singular or plural nouns from the given list and fill in the blanks using the possessive forms.

holiday         climate          environment       parks  cottage           problems       history            rays health             teeth           newspapers          blues  wife              name              jobs               car
Example: A ... home is his castle.   A man's home is his castle.

1. The child ... is in danger. 2. People ... are interesting to a writer. 3. A ... is over. 4. Charles ... was a film producer. 5. My sister-in-law ... is new. 6. Mike's parents ... is posh. 7. The hero ... is unknown. 8. The Negroes ... are beautiful. 9. The sun ... are very strong in the South. 10. The patients ... are healthy. 11. The school... is long. 12. The men ... are hard. 13. Today ... are full of interesting news. 14. The country ... is different. 15. The earth ... is in danger. 16. New York ... are dangerous at night.

Exercise 4. Fill in the blanks using the given nouns: bar, blade, block, glass, loaf, lump, piece, pile, sheet, slice. Make up situations of your own using the expressions.
Example: A ... of paper   A piece of paper.

1) a ... of chocolate; 2) a ... of bread; 3) a ... of soap; 4) a ... of grass; 5) a ... of sugar; 6) a ... of water; 7) a ... of ice; 8) a ... of cake; 9) a ... of rubbish.

Exercise 5. Change each sentence into a new one using 's with the underlined words.
Example: The     newspapers today are full of interesting news.

                 Today's newspapers are full of interesting news.

1. The meeting tomorrow has been cancelled. 2. Tourism is the main industry in the region. 3. Exports from Britain to the United States have fallen recently. 4. The storm last week caused a lot of damage. 5. There will be a big crowd at the football match this evening. 6. The only cinema in the town has been closed down. 7. Crime is the product of social order in a country. 8. He was still thinking of the papers to come next morning. 9. The oil riches in certain Arab states are known to al countries. 10. The relations between the banks and industry in Britain have not always been conducive to success in export markets.

Exercise 6. Using the information given, make sentences with nouns denoting periods of time, and distance.
Example: My house is very near. It takes us only five minutes to get there on foot.

                 So it's only five minutes' walk (walk).
1. I went to sleep at 3 o'clock this morning and woke up an hour later at 4 o'clock, (sleep). 2. If I leave my house at 9 o'clock and drive to London, I arrive at about 12 o'clock, (drive). 3. Carol is leaving on holiday on the 13 th. She has to come back at work on the 27 th. (holiday). 4. If I leave my house at 8.50 and walk to work, I get to work at 9 o'clock, (walk). 5. I flew from Heathrow to Paris.’ The plane took off at 9 a.m. and landed at l6 a.m. (flight). 6. The delegation arrived in Stockholm on the 5th and left it on the 8th. (visit). 7. We started travelling round the region six days ago. Today we are coming back home. (trip). 8. They delayed in the house for an instant and then they went at once to the river's edge to go aboard a steamer, (delay). 9. Rex decided to walk to Offendene, which was two miles far from the village, (walk). 10. That morning he had already done good work. It had taken him three hours, (work).

Exercise 7. Translate the following sentences into your own language.
1. I spent Christmas at my aunt Emily's. 2. A man stepped out from a tobacconist's and waved to them, and the car slid to the kerb and stopped. 3. "Where are the children?" — "I sent them to mother's". 4. Bowen was sitting on the veranda of Buckmaster's. 5. He lifted his strange lowering eyes to Derek's. 6. I want you to go to the chemist's to buy some pills and shampoo. 7. Can I buy any posters at a bookseller's? 8. David spent two weeks at Mr Piggott’s in Yarmouth. 9. Five-star hotels provide the customers with cocktail lounges, ballrooms, restaurants, beauty parlours, barber's and shoemaker's shops, etc. 10. "Breakfast at Tiffany's" is a novel by Truman Capote.

Exercise 8. Your father's or mother's brother is called your uncle. What is the word for each of these?
— your father's or mother's sister                    — your brother's wife

— your brother's or sister's son                        — your uncle's wife

— your uncle's son or daughter                    — your sister's husband »

— your brother's or sister's daughter                — your son's wife 

your wife's or husband's father

Prompts: aunt, uncle, niece, cousin, nephew, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-law, sister-in-law, grandson.
ARTICLES THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE
The indefinite article a/an is used with singular countable nouns.
1. The indefinite article a/an is used the first time a speaker mentions a noun:
For lunch I had a sandwich and an apple.
2. A/an is also used in sentences beginning with "there is":
There is a newspaper on the table.
3. The indefinite article preserves its old original meaning of "one" with nouns denoting time, weight, measure and with numerals "hundred, thousand, million":
A week or two passed. My new car cost a thousand pounds.
4. You can use a/an to state that the object denoted by the noun belongs to a certain class: 
                         Tom is a very nice person. Jack has got a big nose.
5. You can use a/an with the noun used in a general sense. The article has the meaning of "every":
A good dog deserves a good bone.
6. A/an is used before singular countable nouns in exclamatory sentences:
What a lovely day today!
THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
The definite article the is used before uncountable nouns, or singular or plural countable nouns.
Before Countable and Uncountable Nouns
1. The definite article (he is used the second time a speaker mentions a noun. Compare:
For lunch I had a sandwich and an apple. The sandwich wasn't very nice.
2. The is used when it is clear in the situation which person or thing you mean. For example, in a room you talk about the light/ the floor/ the ceiling/the door, etc.:
Can you close the door, please? (°° the door of this room)
3. The speaker uses an attribute to point out a particular object':
This is the house that Jack built, And this is the mouse that lives in the house that Jack built.
4. The is also used with nouns denoting unique things (the moon, the sun, etc.).
The sun was bright.
5. You can use the with nouns used in a generic sense to talk about a type of plant\animal, or a type of machine, invention, or musical instrument:
\   The bicycle is an excellent means of transport. The tulip is my favourite flower. Can your daughter play the piano?
6. You can also use the with nouns in word-groups the first component of which is some, many, most, none, and the second one is a noun with the preposition of:
Most of the novels by Durrel are devoted to animals.
7. The definite article is used with nouns modified by the pronoun same or by the following: next, wrong, right, very, etc.
She asked me the same question again.
8. The is used with nouns modified by adjectives in the superlative degree:
The Volga is the longest river in Russia.
9. You can use the with some adjectives (without a noun). The meaning is always plural. So the is used with the following adjectives: the rich, the poor, the old, the young, the blind, the deaf, the sick, the dead, the disabled, the unemployed, the injured.
— Do you think the rich should pay more taxes?
10. You can use the with some nationality adjectives when you mean "the people of that country".
— The French are famous for their food.
Before Proper Nouns
1. The definite article the is used with proper nouns when they denote the whole family:
The Speirs lived in Dunbar 10 years ago.
2. The is also used with names of persons modified by a particularizing attribute:                                                                    ^
He was again the Elvis Presley everbody knew.
3. You say the with geographical names:
a) names of oceans, seas, rivers and canals:     .
the Atlantic (Ocean), the Red Sea, the Nile, the Panama Canal;
b) mountain ranges which usually have plural names:
the Rockies, the Alps;
c) island groups which usually have plural names:
the British Isles, the Canaries;
d) regions and provinces:
the Far East, the Crimea, the Caucasus, the south of Spain;
e) countries and states which include words like "republic"; "union", "kingdom", "states":                                                 f
the Republic of Ireland, the Soviet Union, the United       / States (of America).                                    '
We also use the with plural names:
the Netherlands, the Philippines.
Exceptions: the Congo, the Ukraine, the Lebanon;
f) the following city is also used with the:
the Hague.
4. Normally the is used before the names of these places:
hotels                the Hilton, the Metropol restaurants/pubs      the Bombay Restaurant, the Red Lion (pub) theatres              the National Theatre, the Palace Theatre cinemas              the ABC, the Odeon museums/galleries     the British Museum, the Tate Gallery
But do not use the with the names of the shops, banks, hotels, restaurants, etc. which are named after the people who started them. These names end in s or's;
restaurants            Maxim's, Macdonalds, Luigi's Italian Restaurant shops                 Harrods, Selfriges banks                 Lloyds Bank. Barclays Bank hotels                 Claridge's
5. You say the before the names of places, buildings etc. with "of": the Great Wall of China      the Tower of London the Houses of Parliament     the Bank of England
6. You use the with the names of newspapers and magazines: the Times, the Daily Telegraph
But use no article with the names of Russian newspapers:
I prefer to read Moscow News in English.
7. The definite article the is also used with the names of cardinal points:
the North, the East, the South, the West
Omission of The Article
1. Normally no article is used before a noun (an abstract one or a countable one in the plural) when you mean something in general:
I like animals. Knowledge is power.
v      2. You do not use the article before proper nouns (names of people, streets, roads, individual islands, lakes, countries and states, towns and cities continents):

My friend Ted lives in Britain. Piccadilly Circus is a square in London.
Mount Ben Nevis and Loch Ness are the places of interest in Scotland.
No article is used before the names consisting of two nouns when the first word is the name of a person or a place:
 Kennedy Airport         Victoria Station
Buckingham Palace      Westminster Abbey Hyde Park              London Zoo Oxford University
3. You say no article with names of materials, metals, and food products used in a general sense:
Gold is an expensive metal. Milk is good for children.
4. No article is used with nouns after the verbs to elect, to appoint, to make:   He was appointed sales manager.
5. You use no article with nouns in direct address: ;
Good afternoon, professor.
6. No article is used before nouns in newspaper headlines, telegrams and stage   \^ directions:
Fog stops play. Takes plate.
7. Prison, school, university, college, church.
You say a criminal goes to prison, a child goes to school, etc. You do not use the when you are thinking of the idea of these places and what they are used for. Compare:
After I leave school, I want to go to university, (as a student). Mr Brown went to the school to meet his son's teacher. (He did not go there as a pupil)
NOTE
There are a number of fixed word-combinations in which the nouns are used with the indefinite article, or with the definite article only (lists 1 and 2 correspondingly). List 3 contains the word-combinations without any article before nouns. 
List 1: a lot of, a great deal of, a good deal of, a great number of, a few, a little, all of a sudden, as a result of. as a matter of fact, at a time, for a short (long)   time, in a loud (low) voice, it is a pity, to be in a hurry, to be at a loss, to have a good time, to have a mind, to have a headache, to have a cold, to go for a walk, to take a seat, it's a shame.
   List 2: in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, in the night, in the country, on the right (left), on the one (other) hand, on the whole, the day before yesterday, the day after tomorrow, the other day, to go to the cinema (the pictures, the theatre), to tell the truth, to pass the time. What is the time?
List 3: at night, at dinner (breakfast, supper), at h6me, at school, at work, at dawn (sunset), at first sight, at table, in (on) time, at war, in debt, m fact, in conclusion, on board a ship, on deck, on sale, on credit, by bus (train, tram, boat, plane), by air, by day, by post, by air male, by heart, by chance, by mistake, by name, day after day, day and night, to be in bed, to go to bed, after school, from morning to (till) night, from time to time, to have breakfast (lunch, dinner, supper), to be in hospital, to keep house, at sunrise, to start (finish) work, to go (come, get, arrive) home.
Exercise I. Say what these things are.

Example A: an ant? It's an insect.

a pigeon?        a cauliflower?   a dandelion? a maple a tulip?          a pine-apple?   an eagle?     a salmon? a fly?           a skyscraper?   a plum?      the Severn? a beetroot?      an elephant?    a whale?     the sun?

Example B: ants? beers? They're insects.

1. The Thames? the Nile? the Mississippi? 2. Mars? Venus? Earth? 3. A tiger? a lion? a cat? 4. A cottage? a bungalo? a skyscraper? 5. A school? a college? a university? 6. Dairies? vegetables? fruits? eggs? 7. A stork? a heron? a grey-hen? 8. Ben Nevis? Everest? Kilimanjaro? 9. Flowers? trees? bushes? 10. The Lebanon? the Congo? the Netherlands? 11. A birch? an aspen? an oak? 12. Victoria? Superior? Loch Ness? 13. The In​dependent? the Daily Telegraph? the Financial Times? 14. A newt? a lizard? a snake? 15. Sumatra? Madeira? Man? 16. A manager? an economist? a teacher? 17. Etha? Vesuvius? Kilimanjaro? 18. The Bahamas? the Azores? the Hebrides? 19. Asia? America? Australia? 20 Delhi? Perth? San-Francisco?

Exercise 2. Say what there people were or are.

Example A: Beethoven? He was a composer.

1. Shakespeare?              9. Marilyn Monroe?

2. Einstein?                    10. Elvis Presley?

3. Van Gogh?                  11. Winston Churchill?

4. Dickens?                    12. Charlie Chaplin?

5.Pele                             13. Hitler?

6. Nixon?                       14. Picasso?

7. Bach?                         15. R.Burns?

8. Nelson?                      16.Webber?

Example B: Beethoven? Bach?   They were composers.

1. John Lennon? Elvis Presley? Michael Jackson? 2. John Kennedy? Stalin? Margaret Thatcher? 3. Newton? Einstein? Darvin? 4. J. Durrel? Jack London? John Updike? 5. Kirn Bessinger? Robert de Niro? Schwartzenegger? 6. Fellini? Laurence Olivier? S. Eizenstein? 7. George Byron? Shelley? Coleridge? 8. Constable? Rafael? Rubens? 9. van Basten? Pele ? Maradona? 10. Michael' Jordan? Arvidas Sabonis? 11. Bobby Fisher? Harry Kasparov? Jose Capablanca? 12. Lloyd Webber? George Gershvin? Mozart? 13. Adam Smith? Samuelson? J. M. Keynes?

Exercise 3. Read about someone's job and write what his or her job is.

Example: Veronica types letters. She is a typist. etc. 

1. John flies aeroplanes. 2. Martha looks after patients in hospital. 3. Ron arranges people's holidays for them. 4. My mother teaches mathematics and my sister teaches English. 5. Stella directs films. 6. Miss Brown translates what people say from one language into another so that they can understand each other. 7. Diana keeps accounts. 8. Jane assists the shop-owner to sell goods. 9. Ted repairs cars in his garage. 10. Tim designs new clothes for children. 11. His father drives a taxi. 12. Max is very fond of growing plants. 13. She helps the people to get in touch with the telephone. 14. B. Shaw wrote novels and plays. 15. Kate cures sick animals. 16. He compiles programmes for computers.

Exercise 4. Answer the following questions.

1. Would you like to be an economist? 2. Bill's got long legs, so he is a fast runner, isn't he? 3. Have you got a video camera? 4. You need a visa to visit some foreign countries, don't you? 5. Did you use to be very shy when you were a child? 6. Has he bought a new Ford recently? 7. They have a very nice garden, haven't they? 8. Are you looking for a job? 9. You look rather pale. Have you got a headache? 10. A drowning man catches at a straw, doesn't he? 11. Do you believe that Tom is a nice person? 12. You don't consider it a good idea to change the train at night, do you? 13. Do you usually have an apple for breakfast? 14. Have you got a pet? 15. I telephoned you yesterday but nobody answered. Did you go out for a meal? 16. What specialist do you visit when you have a toothache?

Exercise 5. Complete the exclamations with a or an only where necessary.

Example: What a lovely day!   What — beautiful flowers!

1. What ... awful chock! 2. What ... nice people, and what ... idiotic thing they're doing! 3. What... interesting story! 4. What ... sad news! 5. What ... awful experience! 6. What ... dreadful weather! 7.What ... good idea! 8. What ... well-behaved children! 9. What... terrible noise! 10. What... expensive hotel! 11. What... lovely music! 12. What ... angry dogs! 13. What... lovely coffee I'm having! 14. What ... delicious taste! 15. What ... disgusting smell! 16. What ...sour milk!

Exercise 6. Introduce people.

Example A: I'd like to introduce you to Mr Beyl, a teacher of Harvard University.

Prompts: a student from Nottingham University; a tourist from Spain; a member of Parliament; a librarian at the National Library; an academician from Cambridge University; a sports champion from Poland; a scientist from Hungary;
a manager of Harrod's; a CPA from the United States; a banker of Barclays Bank.
Example B: Professor Beyl, teacher of Harvard University, is going to deliver a lecture.

Prompts: rector of Georgetown University; editor of the Washington Post;
executive manager of General Electric; financial director of Universal Glass Ltd.;
president of the company; captain of the Queen Elizabeth; dean of the faculty;
lecturer of State Missouri University; headmaster of school 30; managing director of Coca Cola.

	Exercise 7.  Using the information for you shopping list, complete the sentences below. The first one has been done.
5 kilos of potatoes- 60 pence

 2 loaves of bread -70 pence

 3 pints of milk-69 pence

 1 /2 dozen eggs- 79 pence

 2 litres of orange juice- 98 pence

 4 cans of beer -1.20pounds

500 grams of butter-1.11pounds

 1.5 litres of wine - 4.50pounds

	1. The potatoes were 12 p a kilo

2.  The bread was ... a loaf. 

3. The milk was ... a pint.

4. The eggs were.... 
5. The orange juice was.... 

6.  The beer was.... 
7.  The butter was.... 8.
8.  The wine was....



Exercise 8. Translate the following sentences into your native language.Pay attention to the word-combinations with the indefinite article.

We have a little money with us so we can lend a hundred dollars. 2. It's a pity I lost this book. 3. Don't be at a loss. There must be some way out. 4. Her health is poor as a result of smoking. 5. The Cottons are always in a hurry in the morning. 6. There are a few German books but a great number of English books in my home-library. 7. The first-year students of our University have a lot of work to do. 8. We haven't heard from them for a long time. 9. I'd like to say a few words about Sue. As a matter of fast she was very busy and couldn't go with you. 10. I know for sure that the president had a mind to sign a contract with your company, but all of a sudden he changed his mind. LI. We had a good time at the picnic. 12. It's a shame that none of you helped Withy. 13. Last night I had three hours' sleep so now I have a splitting headache. 14. The child can't drink a litre of milk at a time. 15. Rolf has a cold. 16. Do take a seat, Mrs. Carter. 17. I'll be away for a short time. 18. Let's take the dog for a walk. 19. A nurse speaks in a low voice.

Exercise 9. Complete the following dialogues by inserting the where necessary. 

1. — Who put ... first man into ... space? ... America or ... Russia?

— ...Russia. But... Americans were first on ... moon.

2. — Are you voting for... Government in ... next election?

— Certainly not. This Government has only made ... rich richer and ... poor poorer. And they've done nothing to help ... unemployed find... jobs.

3. — Excuse me, can you tell me where ... nearest garage is?

— It's on ... main road, just after... supermarket.

4. — Who's that girl over there talking to ... man with red hair?

— Oh, that's Sandra. She's one of ... girls I work with. She only started ... week before last.

5. — What's on at ... cinema? Anything interesting? — No. There's only a musical or a Western. We've seen ... Western before, and I don't like ... musicals very much.

6. Did you have a good holiday?

— Yes, it was one of ... best I've ever had. ... hotel was comfortable, ... food was superb and even ... beaches were clean. We're going back... next summer.

7. — Do you think ... men are better drivers than ... women?

— Not necessarily. Some of ... worst drivers I know are ... men.

8. — I don't agree that... honesty is always ... best policy. Do you?

— Definitely not.... diplomacy is sometimes more important.

Exercise 10. Contrast the use of the indefinite and definite articles.

Example: There was a man and woman in the room. The man was English but the woman looked foreign.

1. My parents have ... cat and ... dog.... dog never bites ... cat but ... cat often scratches ... dog. 2. When you turn into Union Street, you'll see three houses: ... red one, ... yellow one and ... white one. I live in ... white one. 3. This morning Don bought ... newspaper and ... magazine.... newspaper is on the table but he doesn't know where ... magazine is. 4. We live in ... old house in ... middle of the village. There is ... beautiful garden behind ... house ... roof of ... house is in very bad condition. 5. I saw ... accident this morning.... car crashed into ... wall.... driver of ... car was not hurt but... car was quite badly damaged.

Exercise 11. Insert either a/an or the.
1. We live in ... small flat in ... centre of the city. 2. I'm looking for ... job. 3. Would you like ... apple? 4. Have you finished with ... book Susan lent you last week? 5. Did Harry get... job he applied for? 6. Could you close ... window, please? 7. We went out for ... meal last night. ... restaurant we went to was superb. 8. This is ... house I live in. 9. Did ... police find ... person who robbed ... bank in Lipson Road? 10. ... President of ... United States is elected every four years. 11. As I was wal​king along the street, I saw ... Ј 20 note on ... pavement. 12. There's no need to buy any milk. ... milkman brings it every morning. 13. "Have you got... car?" "No, I've never had ... car in my life." 14. I went into the shop and asked to speak to ... manager. 15. It was warm and sunny, so we decided to sit in ... garden. 16. Alan sat down on ... chair nearest the door.

Exercise 12. Complete the following sentences using the+noun.
Example: It was getting dark in the room, so I switched on the light.

1. Nick had a toothache, so he made an appointment with .... 2. As soon as I saw the fire, I called ... . 3. The plane was delayed, so we had to wait at... for two hours. 4. When we found that someone had broken into our house, we called ... .5. There were no chairs in the room so we had to sit on .... 6. We didn't have any money, so we had to go to ... . 7. Ted wasn't feeling well, so he went to .... 8. Sam had to catch a train, so I took him to ... . 9. We didn't have any stamps, so we had to go to .... 10. Jane got to ... just in time for her flight. 11. If you are not a university student at the age of 18, you have to go to ... to serve. 12. You must go to ... to exchange dollars for pounds.

Exercise 14. Answer these Questions about yourself and your favourite things.
What is your favourite musical instrument? 2. Can you play the piano? 3. Do you like when someone plays the violin? 4. What is your favourite car? 5. Which bird do you like most? 6. What is your favourite tree? 7. Which animal do you like most? 8. What is your favourite flower? 9. Which dog do you like to have as a pet? 10. Which tree would you like to grow for your bonsai?

Exercise 15. Complete the sentences about animals. Choose one of the words in brackets. Use a dictionary if you don't know these words.
Example: ...is a mammal but it lives in the sea.   The whale is a mammal but it lives in the sea. (octopus/elephant /whale).

I.... is the largest living bird. ('eagle/sparrow/ostrich). 2. ... is the tallest of all animals, (elephant/lion/giraffe). 3.... is the fastest of all animals. (tiger Icheetan/elephant). 4. ... is the smallest living bird; (heron/nightingale fcollibri). 5. ... is the strongest   of   all   animals   living   on   the   earth. (bison /lion /elephant). 6. ... is most dangerous fish in the open sea. (sturgeon/tunny/shark). 7. ... is the animal that can live without water fora forthight. (antelope/hippopotamus/camel). 8.... is a bird with pink feathers, (stork/crane/flamingo).
Exercise 16. Answer these questions according to the exampe.
Example: It's hot today, isn't it?    Yes, it's the hottest day of the year.

1. Is it a big hotel? 2. The Sheraton is an expensive hotel, isn't it? 3. Is he a rich man? 4. Is Queen Elizabeth a rich woman? 5. Was it a bad accident? 6. Is it a cheap restaurant? 7. Was it a good film? 8. Carol is a charming woman, isn't she? 9. Is the Severn a long river? 10. Is Ronny a reliable person? 11. St Petersburgh is a beautiful city, isn't it? 12. The Soviet Union was a very large country, wasn't it? 13. June 22 is a very long day, isn't it? 14. Did you have a good journey?

Exercise 17. Describe the things that you like. Explain the use of the articles.
Example: This is a most interesting book.

              This is the most interesting book I've ever read.

Prompts: text, difficult; hotel, expensive; film, entertaining; accident, bad;
person, serious; bar, cheap; man, rich; woman, intellectual; animal, big; bird, small; manager, successful; man, old; novel, long; occasion, rare; suggestion, ridiculous.
Exercise 18. Complete the sentences and the extract from a history book using the definite article with the following adjectives: blind, dead, disabled, homeless,
during X-mas         during the Christmas of this year          Martin    the Martin everybody knew Bernard Shaw         the young Bernard Shaw                      Africa      the Africa of the 1960 s 

Corfu (island)         the Corfu described by G. Darrel

Exercise 26. Contradict the/allowing statements. On the contrary I'm afraid you're wrong. I can't agree with you
Example: The Capitol is situated in New York   

I can’t agree with you. The Capitol is situated in Washington.

1. The Titanic was a plane. 2. The New York Times is pub​lished in Los Angeles. 3. Businessmen don't like to read the Financial Times. 4. The Intercontinental is a cheap hotel. 5. Moscow News is published only in Russian. 6. The White House is situated in New York. 7. The Thames is the longest river in Britain. 8. When he is short of money, he stays at the Metropolis. 9. The south of Spain is colder than the north. 10. The name of the mountain range in the west of North America is the Alps. 11. The Hague is the capital of Denmark. 12. Milan is in the south of Italy. 13. The Alexander Pushkin isn't a comfortable ship. 14. Israel is a country located in the Far East. 15. I hope you read the Daily Telegraph every day. 16. The Crimea is a part of Hungary.

Exercise 27. Answer the question given below.

1. Is Africa larger than Europe? 2. Everest was first climbed in 1953, wasn't it? 3. Is the Ruhr in Germany? 4. China and India are great Asian countries, aren't they? 5. Belgium is not a republic, is it? 6. Is the Mississippi an American or an African river? 7. The Lebanon is in Asia, isn't it? 8. What countries are situated in the Middle East? 9. Is the Amazon the longest river in the world? 10. What is the capital of Poland? 11. Is Canberra or Melbourne the capital of Australia? 12. The Panama Canal joins the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, doesn't it? 13. The Caucasus aren't in the north of Russia, are they? 14. The United Kingdom is a monarchy, isn't it? 15. Sheffield is in England…? 

Exercise 28. Here are some geography Questions. Choose the correct answer using the with the geographical names where necessary.

Example:   What joins the Atlantic, the Panama Canal and Pacific oceans? (Suez Canal/Panama Canal)

1. What is the longest- river in the world? (Rhi​ne/Nile/Amazon). 2. What is the name of the sea between England and France? (Mediterranean Sea/English Channel/ French Sea). 3. Where is Bolivia? (Africa/North America/South America). A. Which is the largest continent? (Asia/Africa/South America). 5. Which river flows through Vienna, Belgrade and Budapest? (Volga/Danube/Rhine). 6. Of which country is Manila the capital? (Indonesia/Philippines/Japan). 7. Which country lies between Canada and Mexico? (El Salva​dor/Venezuela/United States). 8. What is the name of the mountain range in the heart of Europe? (Rocky Moun​tains/Andes/Alps). 9. What is the name of the sea between Europe and Africa? (Black Sea/Red Sea/Mediterranean Sea). 10. What is the name of the ocean between Africa and Australia? (Atlantic/Indian/Pacific Ocean). 11. What joins the Atlantic and Indian oceans? (Suez Canal/Panama Canal). 12. Of which country is Beijing the capital? (Nor-way/Japan/China).
Exercise 29. Insert the definite article where necessary.

1. Mr Murphy reads ... Independent but his wife reads ... Times. 2. We flew from Vienna to ... Heathrow Airport. 3. Diana and Charles got married in ... St Matthew's Church. 4. You must visit... British Museum when you are in London. 5. ... Madame Tussaud's is visited by most tourists of London. 6. If you want to buy some new clothes, the shop I would recommend is ... Harrods. 7. Have you ever been to ... Macdonalds? 8. My local pub is called ... Royal Oak. 9. Raymond is a student at ... Manchester University. 10. The British Prime Minister lives in ... Downing Street. 11. ... Houses of Parliament are situated oposite ... Westminster Abbey. 12. One of the nicest parks in London is ... St James's Park, which is very near... Buckingham Palace. 13. ... Barclays Bank provides services to general public. 14. Have you ever visited ... Tower of London? 15. Did you see the film at... Odeon? 16.1 know a good supermarket near here, it's ... Turner's in ... Baines Street.

Exercise 31. Ans wer the questions given below.
Example: When do you watch TV ? (in the evening) 

                   I watch TV in the evening.

1. When do you drink coffee? (in the morning). 2. When do you go the University? (in the afternoon). 3. When did your boss come back from a business trip? (the other day). 4. Where is the supermarket? (on the right). 5. Where is the department of the National Westminster? (on the left). 6. Where do your parents live? (in the country). 7. Is your groupmate right? (on the one hand). 8. Are they wrong? (on the other hand). 9. When did you see Frank last? (the day before yesterday). 10. When will you go to the theatre? (the day after tomorrow). 11. When do you have long walks to relax after work? (in the evening). 12. When do . you jog? (in the afternoon on Sundays). 13 When do you prefer to work? (in the night). 14. Was the lecture interesting? (on the •whole). 15. Where are the Fishmans going? (to the pictures). 16. Where do you prefer to live? (in the countryside).
. Exersise 32. Complete the following sentences using the word-combinations from List 3.

Example: I was very tired and it was very late, so I went to bed.

1. Max doesn't often go out in the evenings. He usually stays .... 2. Jill is a religious person. She often goes .... 3. Three people were injured in the accident and were taken ... . 4. In Britain children from the age of five have to go .... 5. Children sometimes get into trouble if they are late for .... 6. When Ken leaves school, he wants to study economics ... . 7. Bill robbed a bank but was caught by the police. He was sent .... 8. Mrs. Walker never gets up before 9 o'clock. It's 8.15 now, so she is still ... . 9. There is a lot of traffic in the morning when everybody is going ... . 10. Mr Gardner has just had an operation. He is still .... 11. The children are at home today. Why aren't they ... ? 12.1 phoned you home at 7 p. m. and was told you had been in the office. What time do you usually finish ... ? 13. I hate changing trains, that's why I prefer to travel... . 14. Kirsten prefers to buy clothes ... when they are cheaper. 15.Very often young people fall- in love.... 16.I hate being late, so I always come....

Exercise 33. Write short answers to the questions given below.
Example: A friend of yours is in hospital... Where would you go to visit him? To the hospital

1. A friend of yours is in prison. Where would you go to visit him? 2. A friend of yours is at church. If you wanted to meet him immediately after the service, where would you go? 3. If parents wanted to meet their children's teachers, where would they go? 4. A friend of yours is now at college. Where would you go to meet him after classes? 5. A friend of yours is now having classes at university. Where would you go to meet him?

Exercise 34. Insert the definite article where necessary.
I.I like to read in ... bed before going to sleep. 2. After ... work Sam usually goes ... home. 3. What time do you have to start ... work tomorrow morning? 4. Some children hate ... school. 5. What time do your children finish ... school? 6. Every term parents are invited to ... school to meet the teachers. 7. How many people go to ... university in your country? 8. Sally left ... university without doing her examinations. 9. After leaving ... school, Nora worked as a nurse at... hospital. 10. Mr Kelly is seriously ill in ... hospital. His children go to ... hospital every day to visit their father. 11. On the way to Smolensk they passed through a small village with an old church. They stopped to visit... church. It was a beautiful building. 12. My granny is a regular churchgoer. She goes to ... church every Sunday. 13. Ken's brother is in ... prison for robbery. 14. The other day the fire-brigade had to go to ... prison to put out a fire. 15. Will you be at ... home tomorrow morning? 16. What's happened to Jill? Why isn't she at... work today?

Exercise 36. Complete the news items with a, an or the on/y where necessary.
1. Good evening. Here is ... nine o'clock news. ... Prime Minister arrived in ... Washington this morning for ... talks with ... American President. ... talks are expected to start in ... morning.

2. ... Government has promised to give ... quarter of ... million pounds to help ... homeless in London. ... recent survey has shown that ... number of people without ... homes has doubled in ... last two years.

3.... lorry containing ... dangerous chemicals was stolen from outside ... factory in Epping over ... weekend. ... spokesman for ... factory said ... chemicals were highly poisonous.

4. ... man was arrested in London this evening after ... 100 mile ... hour car chase along ... M4 motorway.... man has, so far, not been named.

5. From midnight tonight ... petrol will cost ... extra Ip ... litre. ... rise is caused by ... present high price of ... oil in ... Middle East.

6. ... eighty-year-old man has become ... oldest person to cross ... Atlantic alone. Sam Taylor, from New York, arrived in Plymouth last night.

ADJECTIVES
An adjective tells you more about a noun. You use adjectives before nouns and after a few verbs (be, become, feel, get, smell, taste, sound, seem, look in the meaning of seem).
— He is a good engineer.
—This pie tastesstrange.
— Be quiet, please.
Adjectives like large, tall, wooden are fact adjectives. They give you objective information about something (age, size, colour, etc.). Adjectives like nice, good, beautiful are opinion adjectives. They tell you what someone thinks of something.
Opinion adjectives usually go before fact adjectives:
a nice sunny day an intelligent young man
Sometimes there are two or more fact adjectives. Very often (but not always) we put fact adjectives in this order:
	5 what is it made of?

	
	NOUN
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a tall young man big grey eyes

 a large wooden table
an old English song a white cotton shirt a small black plastic bag
Adjectives of size and length usually go before adjectives of shape and width:
a tall thin girl       a long narrow street
The words fast, hard, late are both adjectives and adverbs. When they are used before nouns they are adjectives, when after verbs — they are adverbs. C o m pare:
Ann is a hard worker. He was late for school. Jack is a very fast runner.
Ann works hard. He got up late this morning. Jack can run very fast
There are many pairs of adjectives ending in -ing and -ed. 

Someone is -ed if something (or someone) is -ing. 

Or, if something is -ing, it makes you -ed.

Ted is bored because his job is boring. Ted's job is boring, so Ted is bored.

DEGREES OF COMPARISON
	The Positive

	The Comparative

	The Superlative


	nice thin tall heavy poor beautiful

	nicer thinner taller heavier poorer more beautiful

	(the) nicest (the) thinnest (the) tallest (the) heaviest (the) poorest (the) most beautiful


	good bad little many, much far

	better worse less more farther/further

	(the) best  (the) worst (the) least (the) most (the) farthest/(the) furthest



NOTES
1. The less quality of the objects named by the adjectives can also be
compared:
"Ann is not so beautiful as Sally. Ann isn't as beautiful as Sally. Ann is less beautiful than Sally.
2. The least degree of the quality is expressed in the following way:
This is the least interesting film I've seen lately.
3. Two objects can be equal in the quality named by the adjective. In positive sentences and questions you use as ... as:
It is as cold today as it was yesterday. Is he as clever as his father? You can say the same as (not "the same like"):
33
George is the same age as Alan.
2. You also say twice as ... as, three times as... as, etc.

 Their house is three times as big as ours.
5. Sometimes an object is acquiring (or losing) a quality by degrees:
Your French is getting better and better. I am less and less satisfied with my job.
Exercise 1. Put the adjectives in brackets in the correct position.
Example: a lady (old, nice)      a nice old lady

1. A nose (red, large). 2. A film (American, old). 3. A ring (unusual, gold). 4. A house (modern, attractive). 5. Gloves (brown, leather). 6. A dress (ugly, pink). 7. A man (handsome, young). 8. A day (lovely, sunny). 9. A car (red, old, little). 10. A container (metal, small, black). 11. A street (long, wide). 12. A cat (fat, white, big). 13. A face (long, thin). 14. A village (old, little, lovely). 15. Hair (long, beautiful, dark). 16 A picture (old, Dutch, interesting). 17. A table (mahogany, beautiful, old, little). 18. Eyes (dark, blue, big). 19. A shirt (cotton, old, grey). 20. A soup (hot, delicious).
Exercise 2. Complete the following sentences with adjectives from the box.
awful  angry  fine  good  interesting nervous  nice  sad  safe slow  quiet upset wet
1. Jamie sounded ... when I spoke to him on the phone. 7. I can't eat this. I've just tried it and it tastes .... 3. Whati beautiful flowers! They smell ... too. 4. Evelin lived in the US for five years, so she can speak very ... English. 5. Can you be ..., please? I'm trying to concentrate. 6.1 wasn't very well yesterday but I feel ... today. 7. You look ... . Have you been out in the rain? 8. My friend told me about his new job last night. It sounded quite ..., much better than his old job. 9. Don't go up that ladder. It doesn't look ... . 10. Do you feel ... before examinations? 11. Claire seemed ... this morning. Do you know what was wrong? 12. Your brother looked ... when I saw him lately. 13.Hurry up. You're always so....

Exercise 3. Choose the correct word to complete the sentences below.
Example: Kate always works ....   Kate always works hard. (hard, hardly)
1. Don't walk so ... . (fast, fastly). Can't you walk slowly? 2. He ran ... ahd won the Cup. (fast, fastly). 3. I tried ... to remember the man's name but I couldn't, (hard, hardly). 4. My sister is a ... worker, (hard, hardly). 5. The company's financial statement is not... at the-moment. (good, well). 6. Give my best wishes to your wife. I hope she is ... . (good, well). 7. See you soon. Don't work too ... . (hard, hardly). 8. Jane was very tired last night. So she got up ... this morning, (late, lately). 9. We were ... for the bus, so we had to wait for another one the boiling sun. (late, lately). 10. Have you visited you parents ...? (late, lately).
Exercise 4. Write the comparative form of the adjectives in brackets to complete the following sentences.

1. This book is rather boring. I'd like to read a (interesting) one. 2. It's a pity you live so far away. I wish you lived (near). 3. Jack is late. We expected him to be here (early). 4. This coat is too small. I need a (large) size. 5. The guest house was surprisingly cheap. We expected it to be much (expensive). 6. Your son is not keen on his studies. He's (interested) in having a good time. 7. There were a lot of people on the bus. It was (crowded) than usual. 8. Your girl-friend looks (thin). Has she lost weight? 9. The children are making too much noise. Can they be a bit (quiet)? 10. The examination was (easy) than Max expected. 11. Don't go by train. It's (expensive). Let's go by car. It's (cheap). 12. I think we'll resume the conversation when you're a little (calm), Caroline. 13. Things went from bad to (bad). 14. To be ashamed of his own father is perhaps a (bitter) experience a young man can go through.

Exercise J. Complete the following sentences using the comparative of the adjectives in brackets + than.
Example: My toothache is… it was yesterday( painful).   

                My toothache is more painful than it was yesterday.                  

1. Was there anything in the world ... indecision? (bad). 2. He was only five years ... I was. (young). 3. The problem is not so complicated. It's ... you think, (simple). 4. Health and happiness are ... money, (important). 5. Kate remembered the little general; he was a good deal... herself, (small). 6. It's ... in here... it is on the street, (hot). 7. Sorry I'm late. It took me ... to get here ... I expected, (long). 8. All his life he took pains to be ..., ... his fellows, (strong, brave). 9. Mr Micawber, under pretence of showing me a ... way ... that by which I had come, accompanied me to the corner of the street, (near). 10. We always go camping when we go on holiday. It's much ... staying in a hotel, (cheap). 11.1 like the countryside. It's ... and ... living in a town. (healthy, peaceful). 12. She looks about 30, but in fact she is much ... she looks, (old). 13. His illness was ... we at first thought, (serious). 14. He would walk here and there and be no ... an ant in an ant hill. (conspicuous).
Exercise 6. This exercise is similar,to the previous one but this time you have to use a bit, a little, much, a lot, far. Use than where necessary.
Let's go by car. It's much cheaper.
Example: Let's go by car. It's ... (much/ cheap .).
1. Mrs Stuart looked about 70, but in fact she was .... (much /young). 2. It's ... to learn a foreign language in the country where it is spoken, (a lot/ easy). 3. His illness was ... we at first thought, (far/ serious). 4. It's noisy here. Can we go somewhere ...? (a little/ quiet). 5. The test appeared to be ... Nick expected. (much/ easy). 6. This flat is too small for my family. We need something ... . (much/ big). 7. Nelly looked depressed this morning but she looks ... now. (a but/ happy). 8. It's ... today ... than it was yesterday, (a little/ warm). 9. Sam prefers this armchair. He considers it ... than the other ones. (much/ comfortable). 10.1 prefer to travel by plane. Of course, it's more expensive than to travel by train but ... . (much/ quick). 11. "Did you enjoy your visit to the opera house?" — "Yes, I found it ... than I expected", (far/ interesting). 12. My toothache ... than it was yesterday, (much/ painful).
Exercise 7. Write the comparative ofthe irregular adjectives.

1. We've got (little) time than I thought. 2. The damage to our car wasn't so bad. It could have been much (bad). 3. If you need any (far) information, do not hesitate to contact our head office. 4. The situation was much (bad) than we expected. 5. "Is your headache (good)9" — "No, it's (bad)". 6. Helen's younger sister is still at school. Her (old) sister is a doctor. 7. "Is Graham younger than Kenneth?" — "No, he's (old)". 8. Things go from good to (good).
Exercise 8. Say that an object is acquiring or losing a quality by degrees.

Example: The situation is getting.... (bad)    The situation is getting worse and worse.
1. Your Chinese is improving. It's getting ... . (good). 2. It's becoming ... to find a job. (hard). 3. As Bill waited for his interview, he became ... . (talkative). 5. The suitcases seemed to get'... as I carried them along the road. (heavy). 6. The hole»in your cardigan is getting ... . (big). 7. Nowadays travelling is becoming .... (expensive). 8. As the day went on, the weather got ... . (bad). 9. These days ... people are learning English. (many). 10. Since my brother has-been in Spain, his Spanish is

getting ... . (good). II. As far as I know, he is ... with his job. (satisfied).
Exercise 9. Read the following reports on two hotels. Then compare them. There may be more than tine acceptable answer.

	The Sheraton

	
	The Etruria Hotel


	Position: 5 minutes from city centre Accommodation: 80 rooms Price: $80—100 per night Facilities: restaurant, sauna, nightclub, pool, parking lot Food: wide choice on menu Service: efficient but impersonal Comments: rather noisy

	
	Position: 25 minutes from city centre Accommodation: 38 rooms Price: $40 — 55 per night -Facilities: restaurant, bar, tennis court Food: small choice but excellent Service: a little slow but friendly Comments: quiet and comfortable



Exercise 10. Answer the following questions using the comparative of the adjectives.
Example: Which is colder: Ja​nuary or April?

                 January is colder than April.

1. Which is quicker: a fox or a leopard? 2. Which building is taller: Big Ben or the State Empire Building? 3. Which is heavier: water or air? 4. Which language is more difficult: German or Japanese? 5. Which is larger: a lake or a sea? 6. Which is faster: a train or a plane? 7. Which is warmer: March or May? 8. Which is more impressive: a still life with fruits or fruits themselves? 9. Which is higher: Everest or Etna? 10. Which is longer: the Volga or the Dunabe? II. Which is stronger: friendship or steel? 12. Which dress is more fashionable: yours or your granny's? 13. Which is better: health or wealth? 14. Which car is more powerful: a Ford or a Mercedes?

Exercise 11. Translate the sentences given below into your own language.
Let's walk. It's just as quick as taking the bus. 2. Mrs Beily is as old as she looks. 3. A woman is as old as she looks, a man is as old as he feels. 4. His face was as pale as the moon. 5. My mother is always as busy as a bee. 6. The film is as interesing as the book. 7. The Sheraton is as expensive as the Metropol. 8. Arthur is as rich as his brother. 9. Joe is as clever as his father. 10. The bus is as crowded as usual. 11. The weather is as unpleasant today as it was yesterday. 12. Brain is as well-qualified as his boss. 13. Jane was as nervous as I once had been before the interview. 14. Don't worry. My salary is as high as yours.
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Exercise 12. Complete the following sentences using as ... as with adjectives in brackets.

Example: Let's walk. It's …taking the bus (quick)..     Let's walk. It's as quick as taking    the    bus. 

1. His voice sounded ... music, (sweet). 2. Why did he get the job? I'm ... him. (well-qualified). 3. You won't find a cheaper hotel round here. They'll all be ... this one. (expensive). 4. I'm going to sleep on the floor. It's ... sleeping in that bed. (comfortable). 5. There's no choice for you to get the town. The way through Calver is ... the way through Bakewell. (difficult).
6. I thought you were nice but you are ... everybody else. (bad).
7. The talk to Henry was ... all the previous ones. (useless). 8. David still believes that his friends are ... as mine. (good and reliable). 9. I'm not surprised that Antony is ... his father in his early days. (promising). 10. Madonna is ... Michael Jackson in the 1990s, (popular). 11. I was absolutely sure that a Toyota was ... a Ford. (powerful). 12. We got on the bus with difficulty. It was ... usual, (overcrowded).
Exercise 13. Say that two objects are of the same quality.

Example: Tom is 20, George is   George is the same age as 20 too. (age)          Tom.

1. Carol's hair is blond. Her sister's hair is blond too. (colour). 2. I arrived home at 4 p. m. My son arrived home at 4 p. m. too. (time). 3. He gifted Ann the book "A Twist in the Tale" by J. Archer. Ann's sister was gifted this book too. (book). 4. I'm fond of Volvo. My brother's favourite car is Volvo too. (car). 5. Nicholas gets ^2000 a month. His wife gets 2000 a month too. (salary). 6. At the Intercontinental I paid $80 per nigth for a single room. My colleague paid $80 for a single room at the Ritz. (price). 7. Mike experiences fear before any testing. I'm also nervous before any testing, (feeling). 8. Jeffrey has been working as a CPA for ten years. Jack started working as a CPA two years ago. (qualification).
Exercise 14. Compare objects using either as ... as or so ... as in negative sentences.

Example: I'm quite tall but you are taller. - I'm not as tall as you.  Or: I'm not so tall as you.

1. The weather is still unpleasant today but two days ago it was worse. 2. He is well in his fifties but his wife is young, about 30. 3. My salary is high but yours is higher. 4.1 know Pete was a bit nervous before the interview but usually he's a lot more nerv​ous. 5. The Williams are rich, they've got much money. But the Smiths are richer as they've got more money. 6. I wish I had money enough to buy this grey car. But the blue one is cheaper. 7. This year is better for the company, but last year was very bad. 8. Oxford is ten miles farther from London than Cambridge. 9. Malcolm bought almost all the books on economics in the shop. James had less money and bought less books. 10. The continent of Australia is large but Africa is larger. 11. The Black Sea is warm but the Caribbean is warmer.

Exercose 15. Express your opinion towards some objects.

Example. The   suitcase   is heavy.  And the box?   

 The box is as heavy as the suitcase. Or:

The box isn't as heavy as the suitcase. Or:

The box is not so heavy as the suitcase.

Roses are beautiful. And orchids? 2. The Grant Hotel is full so we can't get any room here. How about the Hilton? 3. The tuna is large. And the mackerel? 4. Broadway in New York is well-known all over the world. And Oxford Street in London? And Partisan Avenue in Minsk? 5. As I know you've had an exciting cruise round the Mediterranean Sea this year. How about your leave in Bulgaria last year? 6. Barbara considers nurse's duties as rather tiresome. She would like to be a . secretary. 7. Baikal is a very deep lake. And Lake Superior in the US? 8. Beth and Sam were making an experiment. The final results made Sam frustrated. How about Beth? 9. Noel was disappointed with meeting the new head. How about his colleagues? 10. The 1993 financial year was very bad for the German car industry. And the previous year?

Exercise 16. Agree that you have experienced the same using the superlative de​gree of the adjectives.

Example: He's a very rich man..   I agree. He's the richest man I've ever met.

1. Do you remember the meal we had last night? It was very bad, wasn't it? 2. They served us very tough meat. 3. And our waiter was very rude. 4. And the music they played was terrible. 5. And they gave us a sour wine. 6. And the chair I was sitting in was very uncomfortable. 7. But the cabaret was very good, wasn't it? 8. You know I set eyes on that tall blonde. She is a very beautiful girl. 9. But the bill they gave us was very large. 10. And later in the bar, the drinks were very expensive. 11. The restaurant and the bar were very noisy. Besides, they were very crowded.

